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The European
Eco-label



Environment/Tourism/International

Bringing “the Flower” to Europe
(December 6, 2005)  The highly innovative European Leonardo project “TRAIN TO ECO-LABEL” involving 13 partners in 9 countries has begun. 
The European Leonardo project helps to develop and implement Environmental sustainability and reduce unemployment in the accommodation sector. It is facing two important assets of the European Commission in the accommodation sector: Seasonal unemployment and the promotion of the European Eco-label. 
Its goal is to develop an environmental training module for implementing the European Eco-label for tourist accommodation services and camp site services—the only official European-wide certificate issued by the European Commission guaranteeing high environmental performance. This project, selected from a list of interested competitors, is partly funded by the European Commission program “Leonardo da Vinci” and should show first results by the end of 2006.
The focus is on two main target groups: Low skilled staff in the accommodation sector and seasonally unemployed staff who will be trained on environmental topics in integrated learning classes and will gain knowledge on the European Eco-label and managers who aim to achieve the EU Eco-label.
The core of this project is the development of environmental criteria for a web-based  awareness and training program in order to implement procedures for the European Eco-label for accommodations in 10 regions (AT, DE, DK, EL, HU, IT, LV, NL, PT, UK)  and in 8 languages. 

The project team will develop a completely new training tool, translate it into the appropriate languages and test it in the involved regions. The national versions will also include information about the national Eco Label for those who want to apply first for the European Eco-Label and secondly for the national label.

The didactic methodology will be geared towards self-learning and learning by action, i.e. learner focused. The training includes also a “train the trainer” manual so that the course can be used in an integrated learning class, which might be appropriate for those not necessarily used to internet training.

In 2007 the training will be fully available in all languages and should help tourist accommodation services and camp site services to implement the highest European standard for environmental friendly tourism. 

For additional information please contact:

Ernst Leitner, G&L Vienna, ernst.leitner@gul.at, phone (++43) (1) 712 28 18

Rainer Stifter, Energon, rainer.stifter@energon.co.at, phone (++43) (676) 5816038

Visit these websites:

Project-website: www.traintoecolabel.org
Eco-label-website: www.europa.eu.int/ecolabel; www.eco-label-tourism.com
